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Âàñèëèé Öî,
ïðåäñåäàòåëü Îáùåðîññèéñêîãî îáúåäèíåíèÿ êîðåéöåâ,
÷ëåí ñîâåòà ïðè Ïðåçèäåíòå Ðîññèè ïî íàöèîíàëüíûì 
îòíîøåíèÿì

Äóøîé ðîæäåííûå ïîðûâû

Êîãäà-òî íàøè ïðåäêè, ïîñåëèâøèåñÿ íà ðîññèéñêîì Äàëüíåì 
Âîñòîêå, ñòàëè ïðèáàâëÿòü ê ñâîèì êîðîòêèì è íåïðèâû÷-
íûì äëÿ ñëóõà òðåõñëîæíûì ôàìèëèÿì ðóññêèå èìåíà. Òàê 
ìîé äåä ñòàë Ïàâëîì. Ïðîèçîøëî ýòî â ïðèõîäñêîé öåðêâè 
ñåëà, ãäå åãî êðåñòèë ïðàâîñëàâíûé ñâÿùåííèê. Ó äåäà óæå 
íå áûëî ñîìíåíèé êàê íàçâàòü ìîåãî îòöà – òîëüêî Èâàíîì. 
Òîëüêî êðåñòèòü åãî îí íå óñïåë – íàñòóïèëà äîëãàÿ ýïîõà 
âñåîáùåãî àòåèçìà. 

Òàê è æèëè ìû äåñÿòèëåòèÿ ñ íàøèìè ïðîñòûìè ðóññêèìè 
èìåíàìè: Áîðèñ Äìèòðèåâè÷, Àíàòîëèé Àíäðååâè÷, Ëþäìèëà 
Âàëåíòèíîâíà, Ìèõàèë Íèêîëàåâè÷, Îëåã Ãðèãîðüåâè÷, Íåëëè 
Íèêîëàåâíà, Þðèé Ïàâëîâè÷, Èãîðü Âëàäèìèðîâè÷, Þðèé Ìè-
õàéëîâè÷ – ïîñòåïåííî ïðèâûêíóâ ê íîâîé ñðåäå îáèòàíèÿ, ê 
åå çàêîíàì, òðàäèöèÿì, íðàâñòâåííûì è äóõîâíûì íîðìàì. È 
òîëüêî îáëèê è ôàìèëèÿ íàïîìèíàþò íàì î äàëåêèõ êîðíÿõ. 

Âñþ æèçíü, à ýòî áîëüøå, ÷åì ïîëâåêà, ïðîæèâ â Ðîññèè è 
Óçáåêèñòàíå, âåçäå: â øêîëå, èíñòèòóòå, íà ðàáîòå - áûë îêðó-
æåí ìíîãèìè ðóññêèìè äðóçüÿìè, çíàêîìûìè, ñîñëóæèâöàìè, 
ñîñåäÿìè è ïðîñòî íåçíàêîìûìè ëþäüìè. Âåëèêèé è ìîãó÷èé 
ðóññêèé ÿçûê ñòàë åäèíñòâåííûì è ðîäíûì äëÿ ìåíÿ ÿçûêîì. 
Ýòîò ÿçûê îòêðûë ìíå âåëèêîå òàèíñòâî ðóññêîé äóøè, ïî-
äàðèë ðàäîñòü îáùåíèÿ, òðåïåòíîå ÷óâñòâî îò ñîçíàíèÿ ïðè-
íàäëåæíîñòè ê âåëèêîé ñòðàíå Ïóøêèíà è Äîñòîåâñêîãî, Òîë-
ñòîãî è Àõìàòîâîé, Òóðãåíåâà è Öâåòàåâîé, ê åå èñòîðèè è 
ïîðàçèâøèõ ìèð èìåíàì â ïîäâèãàõ, íàóêå, êóëüòóðå, ñïîðòå 
îò Àëåêñàíäðà Íåâñêîãî, Ìèõàèëà Ëîìîíîñîâà äî Þðèÿ Ãàãà-
ðèíà, Ãàëèíû Óëàíîâîé, Àëåêñàíäðà Ñîëæåíèöûíà. 
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Ñëó÷èëñÿ â Ìîñêâå ñîëüíûé êîíöåðò Àíèòû Öîé. Ìîëîäàÿ 
æåíùèíà ñ êëàññè÷åñêèìè êîðåéñêèìè ÷åðòàìè ëèöà â òå÷åíèå 
äâóõ ñ ïîëîâèíîé ÷àñîâ ðàçãîâàðèâàëà ñî çðèòåëÿìè ÿçûêîì ïåñ-
íè. Â çàëå áûëè â îñíîâíîì ðóññêèå ñëóøàòåëè. Îíè ïðèíÿëè 
Àíèòó, è, êàê ìíå ïîêàçàëîñü, ïðèçíàëèñü åé â ëþáâè, çàâîðî-
æåííûå åå âîñòî÷íûì îáàÿíèåì, ïîêîðåííûå åå àáñîëþòíî ðóñ-
ñêèì õàðàêòåðîì è íå ìåíåå ïðåêðàñíûì ðóññêèì ÿçûêîì. Ãîâî-
ðÿò, íà èñòîðè÷åñêîé ðîäèíå åå ïîíèìàëè ìåíüøå. Ïàðàäîêñ, äà 
è òîëüêî. À ñîâñåì íåäàâíî êîðåéñêèé ïàðåíü Âèêòîð Àí â îäèí 
ìèã âëþáèë â ñåáÿ âñþ Ðîññèþ, çàâîåâàâ íà Îëèìïèàäå â Ñî÷è 3 
çîëîòûõ è 1 áðîíçîâóþ ìåäàëè. Ïðåäûäóùèõ òðè çîëîòûõ íàãðà-
äû â øîðò-òðåêå îí çàâîåâàë â 2006 ãîäó íà çèìíåé îëèìïèàäå 
â Òóðèíå â ñîñòàâå ñáîðíîé Þæíîé Êîðåè. Ìåíÿ íîâûé ðóññêèé 
Âèêòîð Àí ïîðàçèë, êîãäà â èíòåðâüþ Ïåðâîìó êàíàëó íà âñþ 
ñòðàíó íà ÷èñòîì ðóññêîì ÿçûêå ñïåë ãèìí Ðîññèè. È ýòî âñåãî 
÷åðåç äâà ãîäà ïîñëå òîãî, êàê ïîñëå äîëãèõ è òðóäíûõ ñîìíåíèé 
ïðèíÿë ðîññèéñêîå ãðàæäàíñòâî! Ìíå êàæåòñÿ, âìåñòå ñ ðóññêèì 
ÿçûêîì îí ìãíîâåííî âïèòàë â ñåáÿ è ÷àñòü çàãàäî÷íîé ðóññêîé 
äóøè, êîòîðàÿ â äíè òÿæåëûõ èñïûòàíèé âîçðîæäàåòñÿ, ïðåîäî-
ëåâàåò ñåáÿ è íà÷èíàåò âåðèòü â ïîáåäó. 

Ðîæäåííûì â Ðîññèè, ïðèíÿòûì åþ è æèâóùèì âî áëàãî åå 
Êèìàì, Öîÿì, Ïàêàì, Ëè, Íàìàì, Îãàÿì, Òåíàì, Àíàì ïðè-
øëîñü ïðîéòè äîëãèé 150-ëåòíèé ïóòü ïî çåìëå, ÷òîáû ñòàòü 
åñòåñòâåííîé ñîñòàâëÿþùåé íåîáúÿòíîãî è íåïîâòîðèìîãî äó-
õîâíîãî ïðîñòðàíñòâà, î êîòîðîì òî÷íåå, ÷åì ðóññêèé ïîýò Ôå-
äîð Òþò÷åâ òðóäíî âûðàçèòüñÿ:

«Óìîì Ðîññèþ íå ïîíÿòü, 
Àðøèíîì îáùèì íå èçìåðèòü: 
Ó íåé îñîáåííàÿ ñòàòü - 
Â Ðîññèþ ìîæíî òîëüêî âåðèòü».
Íåêîòîðûå ìîè åäèíîêðîâíûå âûáèðàþò ïðàâîñëàâèå. Ýòî ãëó-

áîêî ëè÷íûé âûáîð êàæäîãî ÷åëîâåêà. È ìíå äóìàåòñÿ, ÷òî ïðàâî-
ñëàâíàÿ âåðà áîëüøå, ÷åì âåðà, ðåëèãèÿ. Ýòî êóëüòóðíàÿ è äóõîâ-
íàÿ ñðåäà îáèòàíèÿ, êîòîðóþ íóæíî ñíà÷àëà ïðèíÿòü, ïîëþáèòü, 
÷òîáû ïîòîì ñëèòüñÿ è íàâñåãäà ñòàòü åå íåîòúåìëåìîé ÷àñòüþ. 

Âàñèëèé Öî
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Ñëîâî àâòîðîâ-ñîñòàâèòåëåé 

Òåìà ïðàâîñëàâèÿ ñðåäè êîðåéöåâ çðåëà äàâíî, ïðàêòè÷åñêè ñ 
òîãî ñàìîãî ìîìåíòà êàê ïåðâûå ïåðåñåëåíöû èç êîðîëåâñòâà 
×îñîí, ïåðåïðàâèâøèñü ÷åðåç ðåêó Òóìàíãàí, îêàçàëèñü íà 
ðóññêîé çåìëå. 

Èíòåðåñ ê òåìå îáúÿñíÿëñÿ ðÿäîì ïîíÿòíûõ ïðè÷èí. Âî-
ïåðâûõ, Äàëüíèé Âîñòîê ïðèâëåê âíèìàíèå ðóññêîé ïðàâî-
ñëàâíîé öåðêâè â ñâÿçè ñ ñîçäàíèåì íîâûõ åïàðõèé â «êîí-
òàêòíûõ çîíàõ» ìåæäó ðóññêîé è èíîýòíè÷íûìè êóëüòóðàìè, 
â òîì ÷èñëå è êîðåéñêîé. Âî-âòîðûõ, êîðåéöû â îòëè÷èå îò 
äðóãèõ àçèàòîâ, îõîòíî ïðèíèìàëè ïðàâîñëàâèå è ðîññèéñêîå 
ãðàæäàíñòâî, ïîêàçûâàÿ òåì ñàìûì ñâîå ñòðåìëåíèå îñåñòü 
â ðóññêîì Ïðèìîðüå. Â-òðåòüèõ, Ðîññèÿ ïûòàëàñü ïðîòèâî-
ñòîÿòü ïëàíàì åâðîïåéñêèõ äåðæàâ è ßïîíèè, íàöåëåííûõ 
íà êîëîíèçàöèþ Êîðåè, ïîýòîìó ðîññèéñêèå ÷èíîâíèêè, âî-
åííûå, ïóòåøåñòâåííèêè è êóïöû, ìèññèîíåðû è êðàåâåäû 
îêàçàëèñü ïèîíåðàìè â èçó÷åíèè Êîðåéñêîãî ïîëóîñòðîâà, 
îñîáåííî åãî ñåâåðíîé ÷àñòè. 

Ïåðâûå ðàáîòû î «çàêðûòîì êîðîëåâñòâå», «ñòðàíå-îò- 
øåëüíèöå», «ãîñóäàðñòâå ×àî-ñÿíü» è ò.ï. ñ îïèñàíèåì åå 
ïðèðîäû, íàñåëåíèÿ, õîçÿéñòâà, êóëüòóðû, îáû÷àåâ è âåðî-
âàíèé ïîÿâèëèñü íà ðóññêîì ÿçûêå ðàíüøå, ÷åì íà äðóãèõ 
çàïàäíûõ ÿçûêàõ. 

Òðóäû, ïîñâÿùåííûå ïåðåñåëåíèþ êîðåéöåâ íà ðóññêèé Äàëü-
íèé Âîñòîê, áûëè èçäàíû óæå â ïîñëåäíåé ÷åòâåðòè XIX âåêà. 
×òîáû íå ïåðå÷èñëÿòü äàæå îñíîâíûå òðóäû ïî ýòîé òåìå, êîèõ 
íåìàëî, ïîðåêîìåíäóåì ÷èòàòåëÿì êíèãó «Êîðå ñàðàì. Áèáëèî-
ãðàôèÿ è èñòîðèîãðàôèÿ» è èñòîðèêî-áèáëèîãðàôè÷åñêèé î÷åðê 
«Î ðàçâèòèè òðàäèöèîííîãî êîðååâåäåíèÿ â öàðñêîé Ðîññèè». 

Ãëóáîêèé ñëåä â èçó÷åíèè èñòîðèè ðóññêîé äóõîâíîé ìèñ-
ñèè â Êîðåå, à òàêæå ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèÿ ïðàâîñëàâèÿ ñðåäè êî-
ðåéñêèõ ïåðåñåëåíöåâ â Ïðèìîðüå, Ïðèàìóðüå è Óññóðèéñêîì 
êðàå îñòàâèëè ïîñëå ñåáÿ àðõèìàíäðèò Ôåîäîñèé (Ïåðåâàëîâ), 
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åïèñêîï Âåíèàìèí, åïèñêîï Õðèñàíô (Ùåòêîâñêèé), èåðîìî-
íàõ Ïàâåë (Èâàíîâñêèé) è äðóãèå. Îñòàëèñü â èñòîðèè èìåíà 
ïåðâûõ ïðàâîñëàâíûõ ìèññèîíåðîâ, íà÷àâøèõ ïðîïîâåäîâàòü 
ñðåäè êîðåéöåâ, òàêèõ êàê èåðîìîíàõ Âàëåðèàí, èåðîìîíàõ 
Íèêîëàé, èåðîìîíàõ Ôåîäîñèé, ïðîòîèðåé Èííîêåíòèé Âå-
ðåùàãèí, ñâÿùåííèêè Èîàíí Ãîìçÿêîâ, Èîñèô Íèêîëüñêèé, 
Èëüÿ Ïëÿñêèí, Àëåêñàíäð Íîâîêøåíîâ è Âàñèëèé Ïüÿíêîâ, 
îäíàêî, ê âåëè÷àéøåìó ñîæàëåíèþ íàì ìàëî ÷òî èçâåñòíî îá 
èõ æèçíè è ìèññèîíåðñòâå. 

Ê íà÷àëó íîâîãî 20-ãî ñòîëåòèÿ â êðóïíûõ êîðåéñêèõ äå-
ðåâíÿõ Ïðèìîðñêîé è Àìóðñêîé îáëàñòåé ñòàëè ñòðîèòüñÿ 
ïðàâîñëàâíûå öåðêâè. Ëèøü â ñåëå Áëàãîñëîâåííîì Àìóð-
ñêîé îáëàñòè, èçâåñòíîé ñâîåé îñîáîé ñóäüáîé, öåðêîâü áûëà 
çàëîæåíà ïî÷òè îäíîâðåìåííî ñ îáóñòðîéñòâîì êîðåéñêèõ 
ïåðåñåëåíöåâ èç Ïðèìîðüÿ. Â 1913 ãîäó íà òåððèòîðèè Äàëü-
íåãî Âîñòîêà äåéñòâîâàëè 10 ìèññèîíåðñêèõ ñòàíîâ ñ êîðåé-
ñêèì íàñåëåíèåì, èç êîòîðûõ Êîðñàêîâñêèé è Òèçèíõèí-
ñêèé âîçãëàâëÿëè ïðàâîñëàâíûå ñâÿùåííèêè-êîðåéöû Ðîìàí 
Êèì è Ôåäîð Ïàê. Öåðêîâíûé ïðèõîä â Êîðåéñêîé ñëîáîäêå 
(Ñèíõà÷õîí) âî Âëàäèâîñòîêå áûë çàêðåïëåí çà êàòåõèçàòî-
ðîì Ïîêðîâñêîé öåðêâè Âàñèëèåì Îãàåì. Êðîìå óêàçàííûõ 
ëèö, áîëüøèì àâòîðèòåòîì â Ïðèìîðñêîì êðàå ïîëüçîâàëèñü 
ñâÿùåííèêè-êîðåéöû Âàñèëèé Ïàê, Ìåôîäèé Õâàí, Âàñèëèé 
Ëÿí è äð. 

Îêòÿáðüñêàÿ ðåâîëþöèÿ è ïîñëåäîâàâøåå êîììóíèñòè÷å-
ñêîå áåçáîæèå ïîëîæèëè êîíåö êàê òðàäèöèîííûì âåðîâàíè-
ÿì êîðåéöåâ, òàêèì êàê øàìàíèçì, áóääèçì, êîíôóöèàíñòâî, 
òàê è îòäàëèëè èõ îò âñåõ ðåëèãèé. Êîðåéöû âåðíî ñîáëþäà-
ëè ëèøü ðèòóàëüíóþ îáîëî÷êó â êîíôóöèàíñêîé ïîõîðîííîé 
è ïîìèíàëüíîé îáðÿäíîñòè. 

Èíòåðåñ ê ðåëèãèè, åå èçó÷åíèþ ïðîáóäèëñÿ âíîâü â ïåðèîä 
ãîðáà÷åâñêîé «ïåðåñòðîéêè, ãëàñíîñòè è äåìîêðàòèçàöèè», è 
â íà÷àëå 1990-õ ãîäîâ ïîÿâëÿþòñÿ ïåðâûå èññëåäîâàíèÿ ïî 
èñòîðèè ïðàâîñëàâèÿ ñðåäè êîðåéöåâ. Îäíà èç ïåðâûõ ðàáîò 
- äèññåðòàöèÿ Ì.Â. Áåëîâà «Ðóññêàÿ ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ öåðêîâü 

Ñëîâî àâòîðîâ-ñîñòàâèòåëåé
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è êîðåéöû, 1865-1917», êîòîðîé ïðåäøåñòâîâàë îïóñ íà àí-
ãëèéñêîì ÿçûêå íà ñòåïåíü ìàãèñòðà â êîðåéñêîì óíèâåðñè-
òåòå Åíñå. 

Ïî ýòîé æå òåìå áûëè çàùèùåíû è îïóáëèêîâàíû äèïëîì-
íûå ðàáîòû íà êîðåéñêîì ÿçûêå: Íàì ×æîíã Ó «Èñòîðè÷å-
ñêîå èññëåäîâàíèå Ïðàâîñëàâíîé öåðêâè íà ïðèìåðå ìèññèî-
íåðñêîé äåÿòåëüíîñòè ñðåäè êîðåéöåâ 1860-1925 ãã.» è Ëè 
Áåíã ×æî «Êîðåéñêàÿ ìèññèÿ ïðàâîñëàâíîé öåðêâè íà ðîñ-
ñèéñêîì Äàëüíåì Âîñòîêà. 1863 - 1916 ãã.» 

Ñ êîíöà 1990-õ ãã. òåìà, ñâÿçàííàÿ ñ èñòîðèåé ðóññêîé ïðà-
âîñëàâíîé öåðêâè â Êîðåå ñòàëà, êàê îòìå÷àåò Ñ.Î. Êóðáàíîâ, 
â èçâåñòíîé ñòåïåíè ìîäíîé. Èç ïå÷àòè âûøëî çíà÷èòåëüíîå 
÷èñëî ïóáëèêàöèé, â òîì ÷èñëå êíèãà «Èñòîðèÿ Ðîññèéñêîé 
Äóõîâíîé Ìèññèè â Êîðåå» (Ì., 1999.), ïîñâÿùåííàÿ 100-
ëåòèþ ïðàâîñëàâíîé ìèññèè â Êîðåå è âîáðàâøàÿ â ñåáÿ ðÿä 
òðóäîâ äîðåâîëþöèîííûõ ðóññêèõ è ñîâðåìåííûõ ðîññèéñêèõ 
àâòîðîâ, ïðåäñòàâëÿþùèõ ïðàâîñëàâíîå äóõîâåíñòâî è àêàäå-
ìè÷åñêèé ìèð. 

Ê 150-ëåòèþ äîáðîâîëüíîãî ïåðåñåëåíèÿ êîðåéöåâ â Ðîñ-
ñèþ ïåðâîíà÷àëüíî ïëàíèðîâàëîñü ïåðåèçäàíèå ýòîé êíèãè. 
Îäíàêî â ñàìîì íà÷àëå ðàáîòû íàä íåé ïðîèçîøëè âàæíûå 
ñîáûòèÿ, ãëàâíûì èç êîòîðûõ ñòàëî ïîðó÷åíèå Ïðàâèòåëü-
ñòâà Ðîññèéñêîé Ôåäåðàöèè Ìèíèñòåðñòâó ðåãèîíàëüíîãî 
ðàçâèòèÿ î ïðîâåäåíèè þáèëåéíûõ ìåðîïðèÿòèé. Âîò òîãäà 
áûëî ïðèíÿòî ðåøåíèå îòêàçàòüñÿ îò ïåðåèçäàíèÿ è ïîäãî-
òîâèòü íîâûé ñáîðíèê ñòàòåé ïîä íàçâàíèåì «Ïðàâîñëàâèå 
è êîðåéöû», êîòîðûé íàì - àâòîðàì-ñîñòàâèòåëÿì óäàëîñü â 
ñðîê ïîäãîòîâèòü ê èçäàíèþ áëàãîäàðÿ àêòèâíîìó ñîó÷àñòèþ 
âñåõ çàèíòåðåñîâàííûõ ëèö. 

10 ëåò íàçàä, êîãäà âûøëî Ðàñïîðÿæåíèå Ïðàâèòåëüñòâà 
Ðîññèéñêîé Ôåäåðàöèè «Î ìåðîïðèÿòèÿõ, ïîñâÿùåííûõ 
140-ëåòèþ äîáðîâîëüíîãî ïåðåñåëåíèÿ êîðåéöåâ â Ðîññèþ, 
ó Îáùåðîññèéñêîãî îáúåäèíåíèÿ êîðåéöåâ (ÎÎÊ) áûëà èäåÿ 
ïðîâåñòè ñîâìåñòíî ñ Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêîâüþ êîí-
ôåðåíöèþ î ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèè ïðàâîñëàâèÿ ñðåäè êîðåéöåâ. 
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Ïî ðÿäó ïðè÷èí òîãäà íå óäàëîñü îñóùåñòâèòü çàäóìàííîå. 
Íàâåðíîå, íå ïðèøëî âðåìÿ. 

Çà äåñÿòü ëåò êàðòèíà èçìåíèëàñü, íå ïîáîèìñÿ ýòîãî îïðå-
äåëåíèÿ, êàðäèíàëüíî. Íàïîìíèì õðîíîëîãèþ ðàçâèòèÿ ñî-
áûòèé â ÕÕI âåêå. 

Ñ ñåíòÿáðÿ 2000 ã. îêîðìëåíèåì ðóññêîé ïàñòâû â Ñåóëå 
çàíèìàëñÿ ñâÿùåííîñëóæèòåëü Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðê-
âè èåðîìîíàõ Ôåîôàí (Êèì), ñïåöèàëüíî êîìàíäèðîâàííûé 
â Þæíóþ Êîðåþ ïî ïðîñüáå âëàäûêè Ñîòèðèÿ. Âî ìíîãîì 
áëàãîäàðÿ èñêðåííåìó ó÷àñòèþ è ñòàðàíèÿì îòöà Ôåîôàíà 
ðóññêàÿ ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ îáùèíà Ñåóëà ñåãîäíÿ ÿâëÿåòñÿ ïîèñ-
òèíå äðóæíîé ïðàâîñëàâíîé ñåìüåé. Ñîâìåñòíûå òðàïåçû ïî-
ñëå ëèòóðãèè, ïàëîìíè÷åñêèå ïîåçäêè è âå÷åðà âñòðå÷ ïîìî-
ãàþò îáúåäèíèòü ðóññêîãîâîðÿùèõ ïðàâîñëàâíûõ ïðèõîæàí. 
Ïî áëàãîñëîâåíèþ Âñåëåíñêîãî ïàòðèàðõà Âàðôîëîìåÿ ñïå-
öèàëüíî äëÿ íóæä ðóññêîãîâîðÿùèõ âåðóþùèõ â 1996 ã. áûë 
îñâÿùåí õðàì ïðåïîäîáíîãî Ìàêñèìà Ãðåêà.

Èêîíû, ñâå÷è è ëàäàí ïðîèçâåëè ñèëüíîå âïå÷àòëåíèå íà 
ñåâåðîêîðåéñêîãî ëèäåðà Êèì ×åí Èðà âî âðåìÿ åãî ëåãåí-
äàðíîãî ïóòåøåñòâèÿ ïî Ðîññèè íà áðîíåïîåçäå ëåòîì 2002 
ãîäà è ïîñåùåíèÿ Êàôåäðàëüíîãî Ïðåîáðàæåíñêîãî ñîáîðà 
â Õàáàðîâñêå. Îí ðàñïîðÿäèëñÿ, ÷òîáû ïîäîáíûé õðàì áûë 
ïîñòðîåí è â Ïõåíüÿíå. È âîò íåîáû÷íûé õðàì, óêðàøåí-
íûé äâóìÿ çîëîòûìè êóïîëàìè â ôîðìå ëóêîâèö, áûë òîð-
æåñòâåííî îñâåùåí â ñòîëèöå êîììóíèñòè÷åñêîé íàðîäíîé 
ðåñïóáëèêè.

Ïî÷òè ñðàçó ïîñëå âîçâðàùåíèÿ Êèì ×åí Èðà íà Ðîäèíó 
áûë îáðàçîâàí Ïðàâîñëàâíûé Êîìèòåò. ×åòâåðî ìîëîäûõ ñòó-
äåíòîâ èç ÊÍÄÐ áûëè çà÷èñëåíû íà îáó÷åíèå â Ìîñêîâñêóþ 
Äóõîâíóþ ñåìèíàðèþ, ãäå îíè â ðåêîðäíî êîðîòêèå ñðîêè 
îâëàäåëè ðóññêèì è äàæå öåðêîâíî-ñëàâÿíñêèì ÿçûêàìè. 

11 àâãóñòà 2006 ãîäà ãëàâà äåëåãàöèè Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâ-
íîé Öåðêâè ïðåäñåäàòåëü Îòäåëà âíåøíèõ öåðêîâíûõ ñâÿ-
çåé Ìîñêîâñêîãî Ïàòðèàðõàòà ìèòðîïîëèò Ñìîëåíñêèé è 
Êàëèíèíãðàäñêèé Êèðèëë âûëåòåë èç Ìîñêâû äëÿ ó÷àñòèÿ 
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â îñâÿùåíèè õðàìà Æèâîíà÷àëüíîé Òðîèöû â Ïõåíüÿíå. Â 
âîñêðåñíûé äåíü 13 àâãóñòà ïåðåä çàïàäíûì âõîäîì â õðàì 
Æèâîíà÷àëüíîé Òðîèöû, ðàñïîëîæåííûé â ðàéîíå ×îíáåê 
íà æèâîïèñíîì áåðåãó ðåêè Òýäîí â þæíîé ÷àñòè Ïõåíüÿíà 
ïðîøëà òîðæåñòâåííàÿ öåðåìîíèÿ, ñâÿçàííàÿ ñ çàâåðøåíèåì 
ñòðîèòåëüñòâà õðàìà, â êîòîðîé ïðèíÿëè ó÷àñòèå ìèòðîïî-
ëèò Êèðèëë ñ èåðàðõàìè è êëèðèêàìè Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
Öåðêâè, à òàêæå ïðåäñòàâèòåëÿìè âëàñòè Ñåâåðíîé Êîðåè. 

Îáðàùàÿñü ê ó÷àñòíèêàì öåðåìîíèè, ìèòðîïîëèò Êèðèëë, 
â ÷àñòíîñòè, ñêàçàë: «Ìû ó÷àñòâóåì â èñòîðè÷åñêîì ñîáûòèè. 
Áîëåå ñòà ëåò íàçàä ðóññêèå ïðàâîñëàâíûå ëþäè ïðèáûëè â 
Êîðåþ, è çäåñü íà÷àëàñü æèçíü Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðêâè. Ñ òîãî 
âðåìåíè äâà íàðîäà ñòàëè ëó÷øå ïîíèìàòü äðóã äðóãà. Îäíà-
êî ïîñëå Âòîðîé ìèðîâîé âîéíû ïî ïîëèòè÷åñêèì ïðè÷èíàì 
Ðóññêàÿ Ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ Öåðêîâü áûëà âûíóæäåíà ïîêèíóòü 
þã Êîðåè. Ñåãîäíÿ ìû îñâÿòèì õðàì Æèâîíà÷àëüíîé Òðîèöû 
â Ïõåíüÿíå. Ýòî êîðåéñêèé ïðàâîñëàâíûé õðàì, ïîñòðîåííûé 
ïî èíèöèàòèâå ðóêîâîäèòåëÿ ñòðàíû Êèì ×åí Èðà ïðè àê-
òèâíîì ó÷àñòèè Ïðàâîñëàâíîãî êîìèòåòà ÊÍÄÐ. Ýòîò õðàì 
âîçäâèãíóò çàìå÷àòåëüíûìè êîðåéñêèìè ìàñòåðàìè. Ðóññêàÿ 
Ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ Öåðêîâü ñ ëþáîâüþ è ðàäîñòüþ ñîäåéñòâîâà-
ëà ýòîìó ñòðîèòåëüñòâó. Ìû îñîáåííî ðàäû òîìó, ÷òî â ýòîì 
õðàìå áóäóò ñëóæèòü êîðåéñêèå ñâÿùåííîñëóæèòåëè. Îí 
áóäåò îòêðûò äëÿ êîðåéñêèõ âåðóþùèõ, à òàêæå äëÿ âñåõ 
ïðàâîñëàâíûõ, êîòîðûå æèâóò â ýòîì ãîðîäå. Â íàñòîÿùåå 
âðåìÿ ðàñøèðÿåòñÿ âñåñòîðîííåå âçàèìîäåéñòâèå ìåæäó íà-
øèìè ñòðàíàìè, è âñå áîëüøå ðîññèÿí ïðèåçæàþò ñþäà. Ìû 
ãëóáîêî óáåæäåíû, ÷òî Òðîèöêèé õðàì áóäåò âûäàþùèìñÿ 
ñèìâîëîì ðîññèéñêî-êîðåéñêîé äðóæáû è ïîìîæåò ìíîãèì 
îòêðûòü äëÿ ñåáÿ êðàñîòó Ïðàâîñëàâèÿ».

5 îêòÿáðÿ 2011 ãîäà, áóäó÷è êëèðèêîì Àáàêàíñêîé åïàð-
õèè, èãóìåí Ôåîôàí (Êèì) áûë èçáðàí åïèñêîïîì Êûçûëü-
ñêèì è Òûâèíñêèì. 25 îêòÿáðÿ òîãî æå ãîäà áûë âîçâåä�í â 
ñàí àðõèìàíäðèòà àðõèåïèñêîïîì Àáàêàíñêèì Èîíàôàíîì â 
Àáàêàíñêîì Ñïàñî-Ïðåîáðàæåíñêîì êàôåäðàëüíîì ñîáîðå.
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Â 2007 ãîäó âûïóñêíèê Ñàíêò-Ïåòåðáóðãñêîé äóõîâíîé 
àêàäåìèè êàíäèäàò áîãîñëîâèÿ Íèêîëàé Êèì áûë âîçâåäåí 
â äîñòîèíñòâî ïðîòîèåðåÿ. Ïî ó÷ðåæäåíèè Îáùåöåðêîâíîé 
àñïèðàíòóðû è äîêòîðàíòóðû Ðóññêîé Ïðàâîñëàâíîé Öåðê-
âè ñòàë åå äîêòîðàíòîì. Ðåøåíèåì Ñâÿùåííîãî Ñèíîäà îò 5 
ìàðòà 2010 ãîäà áûë íàïðàâëåí â ðàñïîðÿæåíèå Ïðåäñåäà-
òåëÿ ÎÂÖÑ, ãäå ñîñòîÿë ñîòðóäíèêîì ñåêðåòàðèàòà Îòäåëà 
âíåøíèõ öåðêîâíûõ ñâÿçåé ïî ìåæïðàâîñëàâíûì îòíîøåíè-
ÿì. 4 îêòÿáðÿ 2012 ãîäà áûë ïåðåâåäåí â êëèð Áóäàïåøòñêîé 
åïàðõèè è íàçíà÷åí íàñòîÿòåëåì íîâîîáðàçîâàííîãî ïðèõîäà 
â ÷åñòü èêîíû Áîæèåé Ìàòåðè «Æèâîíîñíûé èñòî÷íèê» â 
ãîðîäå Õåâèçå. 

Â 2007 ãîäó áûë ðóêîïîëîæåí â äèàêîíû, â 2010 ã. ïîñâÿ-
ùåí â ñâÿùåííè÷åñêèé ñàí êëèðèê Çàèêîíîñïàññêîãî ñòàâðî-
ïèãèàëüíîãî ìóæñêîãî ìîíàñòûðÿ îòåö Àëåêñàíäð (Ñîí). 

22 àâãóñòà 2012 ã. áîãîñëóæåíèå â äåíü ïàìÿòè ñâÿòîãî 
àïîñòîëà Ìàòôåÿ â õðàìå ñâÿòèòåëÿ Èííîêåíòèÿ Èðêóòñêî-
ãî âîçãëàâèë ìèòðîïîëèò Õàáàðîâñêèé è Ïðèàìóðñêèé Èã-
íàòèé. Âëàäûêå ñîñëóæèëè êëèðèêè Õàáàðîâñêîé åïàðõèè, 
à òàêæå ãîñòè ãîðîäà – ñâÿùåííèêè ïðàâîñëàâíîãî õðàìà â 
÷åñòü Ñâÿòîé Òðîèöû ã. Ïõåíüÿíà Ôåîäîð Êèì Õâå Èð è Èî-
àíí Ðà Ãâàí ×åð, ñîîáùèë ñàéò èíôîðìàöèîííîãî îòäåëà Õà-
áàðîâñêîé åïàðõèè.

 Êàê âèäèì, âñåãî çà äåñÿòü ñ íåáîëüøèì ëåò íåçàìåòíî, 
íî ïîñëåäîâàòåëüíî ïðîèñõîäèëè êàðäèíàëüíûå èçìåíåíèÿ â 
ñòðóêòóðå äóõîâíîãî êîðåéñêîãî ïðîñòðàíñòâà. È âî ìíîãîì 
îíè ñâÿçàíû ñ âçàèìîîòíîøåíèÿìè Ðîññèè è ñòðàí Êîðåé-
ñêîãî ïîëóîñòðîâà ñ îäíîé ñòîðîíû, è óãëóáëåíèåì ïðîöåññà 
èíòåãðàöèè ðóññêîÿçû÷íûõ êîðåéöåâ â Ðîññèè – ñ äðóãîé. Â 
2014 ãîäó ãëàâíûì ñîáûòèåì äëÿ ðîññèéñêèõ êîðåéöåâ ñòà-
íåò ðåàëèçàöèÿ ïîðó÷åíèÿ Ïðàâèòåëüñòâà Ðîññèéñêîé Ôåäå-
ðàöèè Ìèíèñòåðñòâó ðåãèîíàëüíîãî ðàçâèòèÿ î ïðîâåäåíèè 
ìåðîïðèÿòèé, ïîñâÿùåííûõ 150-ëåòèþ äîáðîâîëüíîãî ïåðå-
ñåëåíèÿ êîðåéöåâ â Ðîññèþ. Â ïëàíå ìåðîïðèÿòèé îäíèìè èç 
ïðèîðèòåòíûõ ÿâëÿþòñÿ ïðîâåäåíèå ïî ïåðâîñâÿòèòåëüñêîìó 

Ñëîâî àâòîðîâ-ñîñòàâèòåëåé



Ïðàâîñëàâèå è êîðåéöû

15

áëàãîñëîâåíèþ Ñâÿòåéøåãî Ïàòðèàðõà Ìîñêîâñêîãî è Âñåÿ 
Ðóñè Êèðèëëà â ðàìêàõ þáèëåéíûõ ìåðîïðèÿòèé ìåæäóíà-
ðîäíîé íàó÷íî-ïðàêòè÷åñêîé êîíôåðåíöèè «Ïðàâîñëàâèå è 
êîðåéöû. Ê 150-ëåòèþ ïðîæèâàíèÿ êîðåéöåâ â Ðîññèè», 26-
27 ìàÿ 2014 ã. â Ìîñêâå è ñèìïîçèóìà «Êîðåéöû íà Äàëüíåì 
Âîñòîêå. Ïðàâîñëàâèå, èñòîðèÿ, êóëüòóðà», 4 ñåíòÿáðÿ 2014 
ã. âî Âëàäèâîñòîêå. 

Ôàêò ïðîâåäåíèÿ íà ãîñóäàðñòâåííîì óðîâíå þáèëåéíûõ 
ìåðîïðèÿòèé òðóäíî ïåðåîöåíèòü. Äîñòàòî÷íî ñêàçàòü, ÷òî 
ýòî ðåäêèé ïðåöåäåíò äëÿ Ðîññèè, ãäå ïðîæèâàþò áîëåå 180 
íàðîäîâ. Îäíî èç ïðåäïîëîæåíèé àâòîðîâ êíèãè ïîäòâåðæ-
äàåòñÿ ïóáëè÷íûì âûñêàçûâàíèåì Ìèíèñòðà ðåãèîíàëüíîãî 
ðàçâèòèÿ Èãîðÿ Ñëþíÿåâà î 150-ëåòèè: «… þáèëåéíûå ìå-
ðîïðèÿòèÿ ìîãóò ñòàòü ïîëîæèòåëüíîé ïðàêòèêîé è çàäàòü 
ñòàíäàðò äëÿ ïðîâåäåíèÿ â äàëüíåéøåì àíàëîãè÷íûõ ìåðî-
ïðèÿòèé ïðàçäíè÷íûõ äàò äðóãèìè íàðîäàìè Ðîññèè». Âîç-
ìîæíî, äëÿ ãîñóäàðñòâåííîãî ÷èíîâíèêà âûñîêîãî ðàíãà 
òàêîé âûâîä ñòàë ñëåäñòâèåì ëè÷íîãî çíàíèÿ êîðåéöåâ, ÿâ-
ëÿþùèõ ñîáîé îáðàçåö àáñîëþòíîé èíòåãðàöèè íàðîäà â èíîì 
æèçíåííîì ïðîñòðàíñòâå, ñ èíûìè òðàäèöèÿìè, êóëüòóðîé, 
ÿçûêîì, óêëàäîì æèçíè, ìåíòàëèòåòîì è ðåëèãèåé. Ïîñëåä-
íåå ó âûõîäöåâ èç Êîðåéñêîãî ïîëóîñòðîâà èçíà÷àëüíî, íà÷è-
íàÿ ñ ïåðâûõ ïåðåñåëåíöåâ, àññîöèèðóåòñÿ è ñ ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
âåðîé, è ñ äóõîâíûì ìèðîì, ñòàâøèì çà 150 ëåò ÷àñòüþ èõ 
ñîçíàíèÿ. 

Íàó÷íî-ïðàêòè÷åñêîå ñîäåðæàíèå êîíôåðåíöèè è ñèìïî-
çèóìà âêëþ÷àåò òðè ÷àñòè: Ìèññèÿ ñðåäè êîðåéñêèõ ïåðå-
ñåëåíöåâ ðóññêîãî Äàëüíåãî Âîñòîêà (Þæíî-Óññóðèéñêîãî 
êðàÿ è Àìóðñêîé îáëàñòè) è Çàáàéêàëüÿ (1864-1917 ãã); Ðîñ-
ñèéñêàÿ Äóõîâíàÿ ìèññèÿ â Ñåóëå (1898-1949 ãã.) è Ñîâðå-
ìåííûé àñïåêò: Ïðàâîñëàâèå êàê ïóòü èíòåãðàöèè â äóõîâíî-
êóëüòóðíîå ïðîñòðàíñòâî Ðîññèè.

Áåðóùèå èñòîêè åùå â ÕIÕ âåêå, â ñîâðåìåííûé ïåðèîä 
èñòîðèè äóõîâíûå òðàäèöèè Ðîññèè è Êîðåè âîçîáíîâèëèñü. 
ÐÏÖ èñêðåííå çàèíòåðåñîâàíà â âîññîåäèíåíèè êîðåéñêîãî 
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íàðîäà è âîññîçäàíèè åäèíîãî êîðåéñêîãî ãîñóäàðñòâà, â ïîä-
ëèííîé íåçàâèñèìîñòè è ïðîöâåòàíèè Êîðåè. Â ýòîì âàæíîì 
ìåæãîñóäàðñòâåííîì ïðîöåññå çàìåòíîå ìåñòî ïðèíàäëåæèò 
íîâûì ïîêîëåíèÿì ðóññêîÿçû÷íûõ êîðåéöåâ. Áóäó÷è íîñèòå-
ëÿìè äâóõ ìèðîâûõ êóëüòóð, ðóññêîé è êîðåéñêîé ìåíòàëü-
íîñòè, îíè îáëàäàþò óíèêàëüíîé âîçìîæíîñòüþ ñòàòü ñâÿçó-
þùèì çâåíîì âî âçàèìîîòíîøåíèÿõ ãîñóäàðñòâ è íàðîäîâ. 

Ñëîâî àâòîðîâ-ñîñòàâèòåëåé
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INTRODUCTION 
BY COMPILER AUTHORS

 
The theme of Orthodoxy among Koreans has been elaborated 
for a long time, actually since the moment when the first re-
settlers from the Joseon kingdom crossed the Tumen (Tuman-
gan) River and found themselves on the Russian land. 

There were several obvious reasons for this interest. First, 
the Far East attracted attention of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in view of establishing new eparchies in the «contact 
zones» among the Russian and extra-ethnic cultural groups, 
including the Korean one. Second, Koreans - in contrast to 
other Asians - willingly accepted Orthodoxy and Russian citi-
zenship, thus showing their desire to settle down in the Rus-
sian Primorye. Third, Russia was attempting to withstand the 
prospects of the European powers and Japan aimed at colo-
nizing Korea, so Russian government and military officials, 
explorers and merchants, missionaries and local lore scientists 
became pioneers in studying the Korean peninsula, and in par-
ticular, its northern part. 

The first research works about the «secret kingdom», «rec-
luse country», «Joseon state» or the like, describing its nature, 
population, economy, culture, traditions and beliefs have orig-
inated in Russian earlier than in other Western languages. 

Studies on the Koreans resettlement into the Russian Far 
East were published as far back as in the last quarter of the 
19th century. To avoid enumerating at least main works on 
the subject, which are quite a lot, we would recommend our 
readers «Koryo Saram. Bibliography and Historiography» book 
and «On Development of Traditional Korean Studies in Tsarist 
Russia» historical-bibliographic essay.

Archimandrite Theodosiy (Perevalov), Bishop Benjamin, 
Bishop Chrysanf (Schetkovskiy), Hieromonk Pavel (Ivanovskiy) 
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and others left a deep imprint on historical research of the 
Russian sacred mission in Korea as well as of Orthodoxy ex-
pansion among the Korean resettlers in Primorye, Priamurye 
and Ussuri Kray. The first Orthodox missionaries who com-
menced preaching to Koreans, e.g. Hieromonk Valerian, Hier-
omonk Nikolay, Hieromonk Theodosiy, Archpriest Innokentiy 
Vereschagin, priests Ioann Gomzyakov, Joseph Nikolskiy, Ilya 
Plyaskin, Alexander Novokshenov and Vasiliy Pyankov also 
left their mark in history. Alas, we know very little about 
their lives and missionary deeds.

The Orthodox churches construction had been started in 
large Korean villages of Primorye and Amur Oblast by the 
beginning of the new 20th century. Only in the Amur Ob-
last Blagoslovennoe village, known for its special destiny, the 
church was founded almost simultaneously with the settle-
ment of Koreans from Primorye. In 1913 in the Far East area 
there served 10 missionary camps for the Korean habitants, of 
which the Korsakovskiy and Tizinkhinskiy ones were headed 
by Korean Orthodox priests Roman Kim and Theodor Pak. 
Vasiliy Ogay, the Pokrov Church catechist, led the Korean 
outskirts (Sinkhachkhon) parish in Vladivostok. Besides the 
aforementioned persons, Korean Orthodox clergymen Vasiliy 
Pak, Methodiy Khvan, Vasiliy Lyan and others were held in 
high regard in Primorskiy Kray. 

The October revolution and subsequent Communist atheism 
put an end to the Koreans’ traditional beliefs such as shaman-
ism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and furthermore, turned them 
away from all religions on the whole. The Koreans just only 
remained stuck with performing merely surface Confucian fu-
neral and memorial rites. 

Concern in religion and its researching aroused anew during 
the Gorbachev «perestroika, glasnost and democratization», 
so the first studies on the history of Orthodoxy among Kore-
ans began to appear in the early 1990-ies. M.V. Belov’s thesis 
«Russian Orthodox Church and Koreans, 1865-1917», preced-
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ed by the master's degree opus in English at Korean Yonsei 
University, was one of them. 

The same subject matter theses - «Historical Research on 
Orthodox Church by Example of Missionary Practice among 
Koreans in 1860-1925» by Nam Zhong Hu and «Korean Mis-
sion of Orthodox Church in Russian Far East. 1863-1916» by 
Lee Byong Zho - were upheld and published in Korean.

According to S.O. Kurbanov, since the late 1990-ies the 
theme connected with the history of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in Korea has become fashionable, to a certain extent. 
Numerous works were published, including «History of Rus-
sian Sacred Mission in Korea» (Moscow, 1999) book, dedicated 
to the Centenary of the Orthodox mission in Korea and con-
taining several works by the pre-revolutionary and contempo-
rary Russian authors - representatives of the Orthodox clergy 
and academic science. 

Initially, it was planned to reissue the book above on the 
occasion of the 150th anniversary of the Koreans’ free-will re-
settlement into Russia. However, at the very beginning of this 
project there arose some important circumstances, of which 
the Instructions of the Government of the Russian Federation 
to the Ministry of regional development on the jubilee events 
were dominating. That’s when, instead of the reissue, it was 
decided to prepare the new set of articles, entitled «Orthodox 
Religion and Koreans» that we, compiler authors, thanks to 
the vigorous contribution of all those concerned, have man-
aged to arrange for publishing on time. 

Ten years ago, when the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration enacted Order «On Events Dedicated to 140th Anni-
versary of Free-Will Resettlement of Koreans to Russia», the 
All-Russian Association of Koreans (OOK) had a suggestion of 
conducting a conference on the subject of Orthodoxy expansion 
among Koreans, together with the Russian Orthodox Church. 
For some reasons those intensions were not implemented then. 
The time was probably not ripe yet.
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For the 10 years the situation has changed, we daresay, 
fundamentally. Let us recall the 21st century’s events chro-
nology.

Since September, 2000, the Russian parishes in Seoul have 
been favored by Hieromonk Theophan (Kim) - the Russian Or-
thodox Church clergyman specially assigned to South Korea 
upon the request of Metropolitan Sotirios. Today the Russian 
Orthodox community in Seoul is a truly united Orthodox fam-
ily thanks to Fr. Theophan’s sincere sympathy and diligence, 
for the most part. Sharing meals after the Liturgy, pilgrim-
ages and evening get-togethers help unifying Russian-speak-
ing Orthodox parishioners. In 1996 the temple of St. Maxim 
the Greek was consecrated exactly for the needs of Russian-
speaking believers with the blessing of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew.

In the summer of 2002, North Korean leader Kim Joeng-Il, 
during his legendary armor-train voyage across Russia and 
visit to the Preobrazhenskiy (Transfiguration) Cathedral in 
Khabarovsk, was strongly impressed with the icons, candles 
and incense. He ordered that a similar temple should be built 
also in Pyongyang. Soon indeed, the unusual temple decorated 
with two golden onion-dome cupolas was solemnly consecrated 
in the capital of the Communist people's republic.

The DPRK Orthodox Committee was founded almost im-
mediately after Kim Joeng-Il’s return to Homeland. Then 
four young North Korean students were admitted to Moscow 
Theological Seminary where they succeeded in learning Rus-
sian and, moreover, the Church Slavonic language in record-
breaking time. 

On August 11, 2006, the Russian Orthodox Church delega-
tion, headed by the Chairman of the Department for External 
Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate Metropolitan Ki-
rill of Smolensk and Kaliningrad, left Moscow for Pyongyang 
to take part in consecration of the temple of the Life-Giving 
Trinity in the DPRK capital. On Sunday, August 13, the sol-
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emn ceremony dedicated to the consummation of construc-
tion of the Life-Giving Trinity temple took place in front of 
the western entrance to the church, located in the district of 
Chonbek on the picturesque bank of the Taedong River in the 
southern part of Pyongyang. The event was attended by Met-
ropolitan Kirill together with hierarchs and clergymen of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, as well as representatives of the 
North Korean authorities.

Addressing the ceremony Metropolitan Kirill, inter alia, 
said: «We are participating in the historical event. Russian 
Orthodox people arrived in Korea over a hundred years ago 
and life of the Orthodox Church has arisen here. Since then 
the two peoples have begun to better understand each other. 
However, after World War II the Russian Orthodox Church 
had to leave the southern part of Korea for political reasons. 
Today we will consecrate the temple of the Life-Giving Trinity 
in Pyongyang. It is the Korean Orthodox temple constructed 
on the initiative of the country’s leader Kim Joeng-Il along 
with the significant contribution by the DPRK Orthodox Com-
mittee. This temple has been erected by outstanding Korean 
masters. The Russian Orthodox Church with loving care and 
gladness helped with this construction. We are very happy 
that exactly Korean clergymen will be serving in this temple. 
It will be open for Korean worshippers as well as for all Or-
thodox Christians living in this city. The overall cooperation 
among our countries is just expanding nowadays, so more and 
more Russians come here. We are deeply convinced that the 
Trinity temple will be an outstanding symbol of the Russian-
Korean friendship and it will help many people discover the 
beauty of Orthodoxy».

On October 5, 2011, Igumen Theophan (Kim), being a cler-
gyman of the Abakan eparchy, was elected as Bishop of Kyzyl 
and Tyva. On October 25, the same year, he was ordained the 
dignity of Archimandrite by Archbishop Jonathan of Abakan 
in the Abakan Spaso-Preobrazhenskiy Cathedral.
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In 2007 Nikolay Kim, a graduate of the St. Petersburg Theo-
logical Academy and Master of Theology, was ordained the 
dignity of Archpriest. When the Russian Orthodox All-Church 
post-graduate and doctoral school was established he became 
its doctoral student. By the Holy Synod decision of March 5, 
2010, Archpriest Nikolay was referred at the disposal of the 
Chairman of the Department for External Church Relations 
and worked there as an official of the Secretariat on Inter-
Orthodox Relations. On October 4, 2012, he was transferred to 
the clergy of the Budapest eparchy and appointed Dean of the 
newly established parish of the Life-Giving Spring Icon of the 
Mother of God in Heviz.

In 2007 Fr. Alexander (Son), a clergyman of the Zaikono-
Spasskiy Stauropegial Monastery, was consecrated Deacon and 
in 2010 he was ordained the dignity of Priest. 

On August 22, 2012 - the commemorative day of St. Mat-
thew the Apostle - Metropolitan Ignatiy of Khabarovsk and 
Priamurye led the divine service in the temple of St. Inno-
kentiy of Irkutsk. The hierarch worship was co-celebrated 
by guest clergymen of the Holy Trinity Orthodox Temple of 
Pyongyang Theodor Kim Khve Ir and Ioann Ra Gvan Cher to-
gether with the Khabarovsk eparchy priesthood, the website of 
the Khabarovsk eparchy information department reported.

As we can see, just for the ten-plus years some covert, yet 
consistent fundamental changes in the structure of Koreans’ 
spiritual life have taken place. They are mainly connected with 
the relations between Russia and the Korean peninsula coun-
tries, on the one hand, and with the deepening integration of 
the Russian-speaking Koreans in Russia, on the other hand. 
In 2014 the Russian Koreans’ primary task will be fulfillment 
of the Instructions of the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion to the Ministry of regional development on the events 
dedicated to the 150th anniversary of the free-will resettle-
ment of Koreans to Russia. Among the jubilee events, with 
the superior hierarch blessing of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill 
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of Moscow and all Russia, the implementation of International 
scientific-practical conference «Orthodox Religion and Kore-
ans.150 years of Koreans’ Habitual Residence in Russia» in 
Moscow, May 26-27, 2014, and of Symposium «Koreans in the 
Russian Far East. Orthodoxy, History, Culture” in Vladivos-
tok, September 4, 2014, takes a highest priority.

The fact of holding the jubilee events at the governmental 
level cannot be overstated. Suffice it to say, this is quite a 
rare precedent for Russia, where more than 180 peoples are 
living. The book authors’ assumption is confirmed by Minister 
for regional development Igor Slyunyaev’s public statement 
on the 150th anniversary in view: “... the jubilee events can 
become a positive practice and set the standard for future 
similar anniversary celebrations by other peoples of Russia». 
Perhaps this conclusion of the high-rank government official 
could become a result of his personal knowledge of Koreans, 
who have presented an example of complete integration into 
the different living space with alternative traditions, culture, 
language, way of life, mentality and religion. The latter has 
been initially associated among the migrants from the Korean 
peninsula, beginning with the first resettlers, with the Ortho-
dox Religion and the spiritual world which, for the 150 years, 
has become a part of their conscience. 

The Conference and Symposium scientific-practical content 
includes the following three parts: Mission among Korean re-
settlers of the Russian Far East (South-Ussuri Kray and Amur 
Oblast) and Zabaikal region (1864-1917); the Russian Sacred 
mission in Seoul (1898-1949); and Contemporary aspect: Or-
thodoxy as a way of integration into the spiritual and cultural 
space of Russia.

Rooted as early as in the 19th century, the spiritual tradi-
tions of Russia and Korea have resumed in the contemporary 
history. The Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) is sincerely in-
terested in both the reunification of the Korean nation and 
the restoration of the united Korean state, the genuine inde-
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pendence and the prosperity of Korea. The new generations 
of Russian-speaking Koreans are to play a noticeable role in 
this important international process. Being carriers of the two 
world cultures as well as of the Russian and Korean mentali-
ties they have a unique opportunity to become the connecting 
link in relations between the countries and their peoples.
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